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Stuart Walthall leads Locke Foundation in 2016

Dear Friends of Locke Foundation:

dozens of past residents of Locke, numerous dignitaries and
politicians, and honored guests whose contributions to the
My name is Stuart Walthall, a resident of Locke
town of Locke were overdue for acknowledgement and gratisince 1983, although I have been coming to Locke since the
tude.
early 1970's when Locke still had a thriving remnant of the
In October, 2015, the LF hosted the Locke Reunion
Chinese culture from which our community still takes great
Banquet featuring Chinese main dishes and delicacies from
pride. In case you have not heard the Locke Foundation's
the 1950s. The dinner was attended by many individuals and
credo: Locke is the largest and most complete rural agricul- families who once lived in Locke, plus, a large contingent of
tural Chinese-American community in the United States.
their children, grandchildren, and friends.
And the Locke Foundation fully intends to continue accomIn addition to the celebration and glitz, the Founplishing its mission goals of educating the public about the
dation also accomplished numerous projects and programs
unique cultural and historical significance of Locke, and to
including: the publishing of Eileen Leung's Locke Centennial
preserve and celebrate the legacy of those who built the
Book: 100 Years 1915-2015, guest lecturers in the Locke
town, endured the discrimination and poverty, operated the Boarding House Museum, docent tours of Locke, LF Newsbusinesses, worked the fields and orchards, raised their
letter, and Locke Boarding House Museum joining the Sacrafamilies, and ultimately prospered.
mento Association of Museums.
I have been a volunteer for the Locke Foundation
Sharing the Executive Board leadership with me will
for the last ten years or so, serving on the executive board be Vice-chair Honey Lum, Secretary Deborah Mendel and
of directors, chairing various events and committees, writTreasurer Clarence Chu. So what's left accomplish in 2016?
ing for the LF newsletter, maintaining the Chinese demonPlenty. In addition to maintaining or expanding ongoing prostration garden; all the while watching the Foundation slowly grams such as membership, newsletter, demo garden, and
grow and flourish. In fact, when the Foundation was incorpo- tours, the LF is also initiating several new programs derated as a 501-c-3 charitable nonprofit back in 2003 it had signed to elevate the profile of the Locke Boarding House
a budget of zero dollars. It has now become a viable and
Museum as an educational, family, and student friendly desinfluential organization whose many accomplishments have
tination. New displays will be added to the main floor area
been recognized by the public, acknowledged by government of the Museum featuring Locke artifacts, archival materials,
entities, and publicized in the media. And now it's my time
and art. The upstairs portion of the museum will be presentto serve as chairman of the Locke Foundation.
ing new and varied exhibits on a rotating basis.
But before I address the status and future of the
The Locke Foundation will also be unveiling a memoLF, I must take this opportunity to thank a person whose
rial plaque to be placed in Locke's newly renovated park locontributions to the LF far exceed anything one could excated at the south end of Main Street. The historical markpect or hope for. Someone who has dedicated so much time er is being donated by the Native Sons of the Golden West
and energy, talent and skill, and perseverance to the Locke
and its text will synopsize the history of Locke starting
Foundation that neither I, LF, nor the entire town of Locke from the town's founding in 1915, and will memorialize the
could possible acknowledge and thank enough. This special
compelling story of the Chinese immigrants whose lives beperson is my predecessor LF Chairman: Eileen Leung.
came the legacy on which the Locke Foundation has built its
Through Eileen's own personal efforts, the Locke
mission.
Foundation has become financially viable, with a high profile
I want to personally invite you, your family, and
of public awareness, secure in its ability to maintain its mis- your friends to visit our unique and historic town this year.
sion, and now with the ability to help other organizations
Bring your camera, visit the shops and museums, meet the
and communities. I can never fill Eileen's shoes, but I am
locals, and have some fun. See you in 2016.
grateful to follow the path that she has laid out before me.
And she is still quietly helping the Foundation in many other
capacities. Eileen IS Locke.
Not only will Eileen be a tough act to follow, it will
also be a difficult task to even approach the many successes
of the 2015 Locke Foundation year-long Locke Centennial
Celebration. Starting early in 2015 Main Street was beautified with permanent Centennial street banners funded by
the Foundation. Then in April the Foundation staged the
popular Gateway to Gold Mountain Exhibit depicting the Angel Island Chinese immigrant experience. On May 9, 2015
Stuart Walthall
Eileen Leung,
the LF presented its Gala Centennial Celebration. Attended 2016 Chairman
2015 Chairwoman
by hundreds of visitors, this Main Street event welcomed
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Bats are favored in Chinese culture
By Eileen Leung

While 45,000 Northern California residents took
advantage of Sacramento's annual Free Museum Day, the
Locke Boarding House Museum (LBHM) was also busy welcoming a large and enthusiastic Museum Day crowd of its own.
Sponsored by Sacramento Association of Museums
(SAM), of which the LBHM is a member, Museum Day offered
thousands of individuals and families an opportunity to enjoy
over 30 local museums free of charge. Participating Sacramento area museums and venues included the Children’s Museum, Aerospace Museum of Medical History, State Railroad
Museum, California History Museum, the Sacramento Zoo,
and Fairytale Town.
Presented on a sunny and pleasant February 6, 2016
Saturday, Locke's Museum Day festivities offered many
first time guests of Locke an opportunity to not only enjoy
the Locke Boarding House Museum, but also a chance to appreciate the entire picturesque and historically rich town of
Locke.

While bats are generally associated with
evil and darkness in western cultures,
things are pretty different for this nocturnal mammal in the Chinese culture where
bats are viewed as an auspicious animal.
Since centuries ago, the figures of the bat
had been applied in daily wares and art
works such as painting, vases, eating utensils, windows, doors, roofs, furniture and
embroideries. Some Chinese Emperors worn
bat figures on their official robes and
carved them onto their thrones.
Chinese admiration for bats began thousands of years before
Christ. Sometimes people view the Oriental world as an interplay
between active and passive forces (male and female). Bats were
thought to embody the male principle while the flowers and
fruits are the female. These creatures was also often displayed
with the peach, a popular female fertility symbol. The peaches,
being one of man’s favorite fruits were first cultivated in China
about 5,000 years ago. Before that, these fruits relied on bats
for dispersal of their seeds.
Chinese love word-play and the use of homophones. It means they
favor or disfavor certain things because their names sound like
other things that brought good or bad omens. In Mandarin, a bat

In staging Locke Museum Day, the LBHM was beautified with colorful and symbolic Chinese New Year decorations
and treated visitors to authentic Chinese homemade delicacies and fresh fruit. Presentations included exhibits, displays, historic photographs, books, reference materials, artifacts, and sales items. Each LBHM guest received a free
Locke Foundation tote bag, a Locke Centennial button, and a
LF Newsletter.
You don't need a Museum Day to come to Locke and
visit the Locke Boarding House Museum. The LBHM is open
Tuesday and Friday from noon-4pm, and Saturday and Sunday, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. Admission is always free. Other
museums and historic buildings in town are also open.

is called as 蝙蝠 (Bian Fu) which is homophonous with 變福 which
means “becoming prosperous” or “turning into blessings”.
In Fengshui, bats are often displayed
in a group of five that form a circle.
This formation is called as “five fortunes” which is believed to help to
bring longevity, happiness, good luck,
wealth and prosperity. In old times,
silk fabrics and brocades were often
woven with bat shapes. In fact, there
were also bat shapes in the fabric
flowers on women’s heads, costumes, and utensils used in weddings, birthday parties, and other occasions.
The entrance porch of many famous casinos are designed like a
bat with open wings. In Fengshui, this is called "Money hanging on
the bat and mouse". It is believed that this design pattern will
reduce the winning chances of the gamblers!

For groups of 10 or more you
can book a docent led guided tour of
Locke. Call ahead and make a reservation at 916-776-1828. There is a small
fee per person for docent-led tours,
but it's well worth it!

The bat is also sometimes depicted biting a
golden coin and this plaque is enhanced by a
mystic knot and red tassel. It is hung normally in the front portion of your house or
at the main door or any chi entry points in
order to invite wealth, health, good fortune
and natural death at a ripe age. A pair of
bats brings double happiness.

Sacramento author Allison Branscombe introduces guests
to her book, All About China: Stories, Songs, Crafts
and More for Kids.
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Locke Artist Honors Chinese Builders of Trans-Continental Railroad
at Stanford University
Article By Stuart Walthall
Photo by Joe Chan
On February 6, 2016, representatives from the Stanford
University Center for Asian Studies, along with dignitaries from the
A reception and press conference were held at Stanford's
Consulate General of the People's Republic of China, gathered to
East Asia Library, where university administrators, faculty, and
recognize and to thank Locke artist Ning Hou for his generous dona- dignitaries were given an opportunity to acknowledge and show their
tion of three commissioned artworks to be displayed in the Univer- gratitude to Ning Hou for his efforts, talents, and generosity.
sity's Asian Library.
In attendance were members of the Chinese press, televiThe theme and subjects of the oil paintings commemorate sion reporters, political representatives, and friends.
the contributions and sacrifices made by Chinese immigrants in the
building of the Trans-Continental Railroad from 1865-1869. Without
Locke Foundation Chairman Stuart Walthall was given an
the efforts of the Chinese workers in the building of America's
opportunity to address the audience regarding the status and historailroads, our development and progress as a nation would have been ry of the town of Locke. Also in attendance was D.R. Wagner repredelayed by years. Their labor in severe weather, cruel working con- senting the Locke Boarding House Museum Design Committee.
ditions and for meager wages has not been rightfully acknowledged.
When the centennial celebration of the railroad was held in PromonThe Locke Foundation would like to congratulate Ning Hou
tory Point, Utah, in 1969, not one Chinese community organization as for the recognition and well deserved accolades he has recently
invited.
received from the press, dignitaries, friends, and a prestigious university.
Now as sesquicentennial celebrations are imminent, many
Chinese community organizations have produced events to pay tribBorn and raised in Shanghai,
ute due these indefatigable pioneers.
China, Ning Hou had an opportunity to
immigrate to the U.S. at age 26 and he
Stanford University, and particularly its East Asian Stud- perfected his artistic talent at San Franies Department, have begun a multi-year project to commemorate
cisco Academy of Art. He has owned his
the 150th anniversary of the building of the TCR, which was compresent gallery in Locke for 9 years. He
also owns the Fine Art School in Locke.
pleted in 1869. The project will culminate in (1) an online multilingual digital archive of historical materials, oral histories of families of descendants, collections of visual images, material objects,
art work, and more; (2) conferences at Stanford and in Asia; (3) the
publication of volumes containing the produced scholarship, along
with digital visualizations and other media to present the story of
the Chinese railroad workers.
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Locke Foundation Celebrates the Year of the Monkey
Photos by Joe Chan

On February 13-15, 2016, the town of Locke celebrated the Chinese New Year of the Monkey, which officially began on February 8, 2016. One of the most colorful festivals in 5000 years of Chinese history, Chinese New Year or
Spring Festival was originally established to pray for a
bountiful harvest in an agrarian society. It is now a time for
family reunions and exchanging of gifts and good wishes for
the coming year.

Chinese food demo displays
key ingredients for preparing typical Chinese New
Year dishes.

Volunteers Doug Hsia and Nancy Yee coordinated a
multitude of activities to showcase this event which brought
over 400 visitors over the weekend and enhanced Locke’s
visibility with the community.
Following traditional Chinese customs, participating
merchants and residents decorated their buildings with Chinese New Year accoutrements such as red lanterns, posters,
monkeys and firecrackers. Visitors cast ballots each day
for best decorated building. Anita Lo demonstrated Chinese
calligraphy in the Chinese School. Alex Eng and Jim Chong
explained the popularity of gambling and other games of risk
with in the Day Loy Gambling Museum. Keno was invented by the
Chinese based on an 80-word poem.
LF wishes to extend appreciation
to all volunteers and participants,
including the Key Club from Kennedy High School.

Anita Lo demonstrates
Chinese calligraphy techniques

LF Chair Stuart Walthall puts on
finishing decorations for Boarding
House.
Clarence Chu and Nancy
Yee congratulate winner of
contest for best-decorated
venue, Lindy Haber.
Monkeys frolic about the
Boarding House Museum.

Crimson firecrackers and bright
lantern adorn visitors’ entrance.

Moon Café partners celebrate winning best-decorated venue
contest on Day 1.
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The Chinese Farmer’s Almanac Lives On
Living in an agrarian country, Chinese farmers’ lives were
intrinsically linked to the cycle of seasons, and the Chinese way of
life was proscribed by how well farmers could eke out sustenance
from the land. The rulers realized China should create a calendar to
help the peasants determine seasons so they would know when to
plant crops. Emperor Yao in third millennium BC. ordered his astrologers to determine solstices and equinoxes; each year was divided
into four seasons and each season into six periods of approximately
15 days.

By Eileen Leung

their life. Chinese Farmer's Almanac provides daily information
about lunar solar calendar, Stem-Branches, Five Elements, I-Ching
Hexagrams, 28 Stars, 12 Cycle Days, Purple White Flying Stars, 6
Animal Days, 72 seasons, and Feng Shui related elements. Chinese
professional fortunetellers or Feng Shut experts use those information to do the Date Selection based the birthdays of their clients.
Most of the contents of the book deal with what is suitable to do on
each day. Each day is good for some activities, but not good for
other activities such as demolition of buildings or funerals. Every
conceivable type of fortune telling is described: which dates are
good for washing hair, starting travel, moving to another house,
times of high and low tides, information about earthquakes, home
remedies on treating indigestion or fevers. It also teaches ethics
and values through stories.

The Chinese or lunar calendar in use today evolved during
the reign of Han Emperor Wu Ti . The length of each month is determined by the cycles of the moon. Seven extra months were added over a period of 19 years, so that each year varied from 354-384
days, and spring would come at the appropriate time for planting
crops. While such a calendar determined planting and harvest seaThe most common use of the Tong Xing is choosing a wedsons, the people also needed a calendar to determine when to sched- ding date. It contains information on the auspicious and inauspicious
ule other activities. This led to the creation of the Chinese Farmer’s days for weddings and/or engagements. An astrologer or fortune
Almanac.
teller can use it to advise two people as to their compatibility for
marriage based on the elements for the year, month, day and hour of
The Tong Xing 通勝 originated from the Huang their birth. In addition, it provides the auspicious timing in which to
carry out such activities. The Tong Xing also provides a conversion of
Li (the "Yellow Calendar" 黃曆 ), which is ruyears and dates between the lunar year and the common year. In
mored to have been written by the Yellow Emperor. It has changed its form numerous times more detailed versions, the calendar will list eclipses (both solar and
lunar), the start of each season, and days when it will be cold or hot.
throughout the years during all the dynasties.
(My mother consulted it even for auspicious days to wash or cut
Although it has served as a centuries-old repository of cultural information from household hair.)
tips to general medical remedies, it is the almaTong Xing versions popular in Hong Kong and Guangzhou
nac's daily predictions of which days are auspicome from two late-Qing versions. Even today, the almanac is concious or ominous for a wide range of activities
sulted by Chinese people on when to have a wedding, start a new
that have made the annual publication a mainbusiness venture or move to a new house. Annual versions can be
stay in Chinese homes even today.
purchased at most Chinatown bookstores for less than $5.
The almanac ( has more than a thousand years of history
and research, and it is the Chinese system of measuring and recording the passage of time. The system of timekeeping in feng shui is a
combination of the lunar and solar calendars, or more appropriately,
a lunisolar calendar. It actually records the months that mirror the
movements of the moon and the years reflect with the seasons of
the sun.
The almanac is used to indicate traditional festivals and to
select dates for important occasions such as renovation, wedding and
moving house. For the farmers, it is used to time agricultural activities in the countryside. Ordinarily, the Chinese live their daily lives
on a monthly basis according to the lunar cycle, which mark the new
moon and full moon days. On the other hand, the farming community,
feng shui masters and fortune-tellers subscribe to Solar Hsia calendar which follows the time of the sun.
For centuries such ancient almanac has been consulted for suitable
dates on everything to assist us in Feng Shui practice and forecast
individual's luck for the day. Today, it is widely used by many giant
corporates to advice on selection of appropriate days for almost
every important activity, from groundbreaking ceremonies to signing
new agreements, launching of a new products, opening a new office,
wedding ceremonies to be held, renovations and moving houses.
More than 80% of Chinese families use Chinese Farmer's
Almanac to find the lucky date and time for the special occasions
like wedding, engagement, store grand opening, residential relocation
and so on. Chinese select auspicious days for the important events in

Sample page of daily horoscope

6

Pomelos important symbol in Chinese Culture

If you visited Locke Boarding House Museum recently, you may
have seen several yellow Chinese grapefruits called pomelos!

By Eileen Leung

To eat a pomelo, cut off the top.
The rind and pith are very thick.
Then make 1/2 inch cuts in the
rind almost all the way to the bottom. After removing the thick
rind and peeling the membrane
from around the segments, pomelos can be eaten out of hand,
tossed into salads or salsa, used in
a marinade, made into jam, or juiced for a cocktail. Enjoy them any
way you eat your favorite citrus fruits.

Native to Malaysia and Southeast Asia, the pomelo is one of the
ancestral citrus fruits, and the pretty trees grow wild in the jungles of Southeast Asia. It is a beloved citrus fruit which has come
to be integrally associated with the Mid-autumn Festival, and Chinese New Year. The fruit is like a giant green or chartreuse grapefruit with a yellow-white or pinkish-red interior (depending on the
variety). Pomelos can be quite large with a diameter that runs between 15 and 30 centimeters (6 to 12 inches) and they can weigh up
to 2 kilograms (about 4 and a half pounds). The fruit is segmented
like that of an orange (albeit with a great deal more pith) and
tastes like a mild sweet grapefruit. In some varieties of southern
Chinese cooking, the pomelo skin is used as an ingredient in its own
right.

Locke Foundation
Scholarship Program

In Mandarin, pomelos are called 柚子 (you zi), a homophone for
words that mean “prayer for a son”, an auspicious symbol for any
Chinese family. In Cantonese, it means “continuous prosperity and
status.”

The Locke Foundation is offering one or more $500 scholarships to deserving high school seniors and college students who live in Sacramento, San Joaquin or Yolo Counties. Winners must be present at Locke Asian Pacific
Street Festival on May 21, 2016, to accept award.
Rules and forms are available at LF web site,
www.locke-foundation.org.
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Locke Foundation Membership Application/Renewal
Last Name ___________________________________First Name ___________________________________________
Mailing address ____________________________________________________________________________________
Email address __________________________Tel (

)____________________Fax (

)________________________

I would like to volunteer for the following activities:
Volunteer docent _______________________ Donor _______________ Visitor Center Volunteer _________________
Contributor to newsletter _______________________ Media contacts ______________ Landscape maintenance _________________

Membership Dues: circle one
_____$25 Individual Annual/$200 Lifetime

______$50 Family or Non-Profit Organization Annual/$300 Lifetime

_____$100 Business Annual/$500 Lifetime
Make check payable to Locke Foundation. Please return this form with check to Locke Foundation, P. O. Box 1085, Walnut Grove, CA
95690. Contributions are tax deductible to extent allowed by law. Tax ID: 20-0364281.
Office use only:
Date application received ___________________ Membership Year ___________ Renewal __________________

Locke Foundation
P. O. Box 1085
Walnut Grove, CA 95690

2016 Board
President:
Vice-Pres:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Stuart Walthall
Honey Lum
Deborah Mendel
Clarence Chu

Directors:

Brock Alexander
Jay Correia
Eileen Leung
Dustin Marr
Darrel Woo

Newsletter:

Eileen Leung
Stuart Walthall

Cartoonist:

Brock Alexander
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