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Our year-long Locke Centennial Celebration ends with a 

dinner banquet where Chinese dishes popular in the 

1950’s will be served.  Come to enjoy the camaraderie 

and reminisce about life in the Delta in the good old 

days. 

 

 

 

Locke Reunion Banquet 
 

Saturday, October 24, 2015 
5:30-8:30 pm 

Fortune House Seafood Restaurant 
1211 Broadway 

Sacramento, CA 95811 
 
 

1. Deluxe Appetizer plate 
2. Chicken Soup with American Ginseng 
3. Pork Hash with Salted Fish 
4. Whole Chicken stuffed with sticky rice 
5. Steamed boneless duck 
6. Stir fried beef with sweet peas, mushroom 
7. Grilled Chilean Sea Bass 
8. Salt and Pepper Lobster 
9. Longevity Noodle 

 

 

 

Banquet price:  $45/individual, $400/table for 10 

 

Limited seating.  Payment requested by October 11. 

For more information, contact Anita Lo at 

5159anita@comcast.net or call 916-208-2949. 

Tales of Locke 
Sunday, September 13, 2015 

12 noon-2 pm 

Locke Boarding House Museum 

Locke, California 

Free admission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With Jeff Gillenkirk and James Motlow,  

co-authors of Bitter Melon 

 
 What was it really like in the “Monte Carlo of Califor-

nia?” 

 How did a restaurant named “Al the Wops” end up on 

the main street of an all-Chinese town? 

 Was the Sacramento City Attorney really the personal 

lawyer for the biggest gambling hall owner in Locke? 

 Bring your questions, curiosity and copy of Bitter Mel-

on to be autographed by the authors. 
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Paper Sons, Paper Daughters, Paper Families…..Only in America 
By Eileen Leung 

Paper sons and paper families are unique to 
Chinese who immigrated to the United 
States in the early 1900’s and their subse-
quent progeny. The Gateway to Gold Moun-
tain exhibit currently on display at the Jan 
Ying Building in Locke depicts this infamous 
period in the lives of Chinese immigrants 
from 1910-1940. 

 

Origin of Paper Son Concept: 

 
The “paper son “concept originated from US laws enacted to ex-

clude entry of Chinese into Western states.  Prior to the passage 

of federal laws, individual states unsuccessfully attempted to limit 

immigration.  In California, the Chinese were taxed on mining and 

fishing; they were forced to cut queues for public health reasons; 

500 cubic feet of air per person was required in rooming houses.  

They were rounded up like swine and routed of cities and towns.  In 

fact, the government hoped violence against the Chinese would 

drive them elsewhere because almost all actions of violence could 

not be prosecuted since Chinese testimony was inadmissible in 

court.  The laws also barred Chinese men from bringing their wives 

and families.  However, the drive for immigrants to enter the US 

was strong in spite of the odds. [The queue was a specific male 

hairstyle work by the Manchus and later imposed on the Chinese 

Han people during the Qing dynasty(1644-1911).  It consisted of 

hair on the front of the head being shaved off above the temples 

every 10 days and the rest of their braided into a long ponytail.] 

 

The US had an open immigration policy, until the Chinese Exclusion 

Act of 1882 was passed.  It was the only law in American history to 

deny citizenship or entry based on specific nationality.  Anti-

Chinese sentiment, specifically from California, and a nation-wide 

recession in 1870’s fueled swift passage.  One of the most restric-

tive laws in US immigration history, the law specifically excluded 

Chinese laborers and unskilled workers. Although children of citi-

zens could enter regardless of nationality, and teachers, mer-

chants, students, diplomats and tourists., most of the farmers and 

laborers from Pearl River Delta in Guangdong Province did not quali-

fy. The only legal way to immigrate was to be the son of a US citi-

zen, but most farmers and laborers were not qualified. The exclu-

sion applied only to unskilled workers; however, the drive to reach 

Gold Mountain was so intense they were forced to come as “Paper 

sons” in spite of the overwhelming odds. 

 

Tipping Point:  SF Earthquake and Fire 
 

The SF earthquake and fire of 1906 was a stroke of luck to the 

Chinese because all official documents housed in government build-

ings were destroyed, including all birth records.  Any Chinese per-

son who could bring 2 witnesses to verify they were native born 

was issued a birth certificate. Many Chinese came forward to claim 

natural born citizenship allowing them to travel freely between US 

and China.  When these citizens returned to US, they could claim 

any number of sons back in the village. The pool of Chinese sons 

reportedly born was staggering, far exceeding natural birth rate of 

Chinese women! 

 

The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 offered one loophole: if a Chi-

nese immigrant was related to a citizen in America, he or she would 

be allowed entrance into the country. The phenomenon of "paper 

sons" and "paper daughters" began to appear as people falsified 

papers claiming relations. Brokers provided false papers relating an 

immigrant to a citizen making them their son on “paper”.  Papers did 

not come cheap; families often sold their land and spent all of their 

money in order to buy a “birthright” for their sons to seek a better 

life in Gum Saan. One Chinese immigrant explains his involvement in 

the business of "paper sons": "They had to send me over not as my 

father's own son, but as the son of another cousin from another 

village." A few “paper daughters” came over as wives of merchants 

or prostitutes. 

 

So what is a paper son?  This is a term used to describe a young 

Chinese male who entered the US using identity papers purchased 

from someone who claimed they were a Chinese-American citizen 

born in SF during the 1906 earthquake.  Because of the Chinese 

Exclusion Act, no Chinese laborer could legally enter US except to 

buy a “birthright” as a paper son.  Years later, these young males 

would enter the US claiming to be the sons of these citizens.  In 

fact, many of these young males were sons on “paper only”.  His 

“paper father” claimed he had extra sons and sold the extra birth-

rights for a price to other families in the same village or clan.  

 

The Brutal Interrogations 

 
Immigration officials soon caught on to 

the scheme and began to use interrogation 

in order to verify the paper relationships.  

All Chinese immigrants were assumed 

guilty of fraud and had to prove their 

blood relationships. The questions were designed to entrap and 

confuse.  

 

Unlike European immigrants processed quickly at Ellis Island, the 

number of questions asked of each Chinese detainee ranged from 

200-1000.  The lack of birth certificates or baptism records 

forced immigration officials to resort to oral testimonies to prove 

familial relationships; physical resemblance also played a role in 

determining alleged blood relationships. 

 

The intense interrogation led to the creation of “coaching books” or 

“crib sheets” which detainees had to memorize for months.  These 

books contained all details of the “paper families” back in the vil-

lage.  Applicants had to memorize birthdates of “paper parents: and 

“paper siblings”.  Questions on the village included how many houses 

in each tract, location of wells, types of vendor stalls in the village 

square. Major discrepancies were cause for deportation.  Detainees 
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were asked even to identify village street maps. 

 

Questions were deliberately designed to entrap and confuse. Chi-

nese language interpreters were provided.  As each paper member 

of the same family entered, their stories had to confirm to those 

previously told to officials.  Otherwise, subsequent members 

could be denied entry if the facts did not match. Getting the 

stories straight was a challenge because immigration officers 

were relentless. 

 

The Chinese detainees lived 

in crowded bunkers, segre-

gated by sex.  They were fed 

food unsuitable for Chinese 

palates.  They could be de-

tained from one month to two 

years.  Some were deported; 

some committed suicide. 

 
Health exams were mandatory 

to check for infectious diseases. 

Normally a modest people, immi-

grants were embarrassed to be 

stripped and prodded. 

 

 

Was it Fraud?   

 
The Chinese considered exclusionary laws grossly unfair.  Boy-

cotts of American goods were organized in China and overseas 

communities.  Many families resorted to circumventing the Act. 

They would smuggle themselves across the border (Mexico, Cuba 

or Canada) or purchase false identity documents.  Many members 

of Chinese and white community provided transportation, housing, 

and support like the “underground railroad”.  White men would 

falsely attest to a person’s status as merchants. Corrupt immigra-

tion officials accepted bribes. The 1882 Act forced 90% to be-

come liars and frauds while seeking a better life.  The only legal 

way to immigrate was to be son of a US citizen, but few qualified.  

They were forced to enter the “paper son” scheme. 

 

Unintended consequences: 
 

 97% of detainees at Angel Island were allowed through. But 

the human toll of interrogation and waiting demoralized; 

they carried fear, isolation and humiliation into America.  

Many to this day will not talk about their experience 

with their children or grandchildren. 

They felt they weren’t welcome and articulated their frus-

tration and anguish in the somber poetry carved on the 

walls of the barracks. 

Confusion arose when the Chinese name of the immigrant did 

not match his paper son identity. Chinese newspapers 

reporting news had to verify a person’s surname through 

his Chinese name, because usually his English name was 

incorrect. 

Confusion with extended family of paper relatives and real 

relatives. Generations of paper ties had to be main-

tained. The commingling of real and paper lives was per-

petuated for generations so as not to jeopardize other 

“paper relatives” from entering the U.S. 

Impending betrothals required careful sleuthing by parents 

on the real surnames of the bride and groom to ensure 

they did not come from the same clan. 

American neighbors found Chinese families hard to befriend 

and isolated from mainstream community involvement. 

This may not be due only to language barriers, but delib-

erate avoidance by Chinese to divulge their paper past. 

Constant fear their paper identity would be divulged through 

errant comments by children.  

 

Even though 97% of immigrants were allowed through, the human 

toll of the interrogation and waiting demoralized the Chinese 

immigrants. They felt that they weren't wanted and reflected 

their frustration and anguish in the somber poetry written on the 

walls of the barracks. The immigrants carried their fear, isola-

tion, and humiliation with them into America. Thus, the citizenship 

process was extremely trying and difficult for the Chinese immi-

grants who came through Angel Island. Their tragic ordeal is now 

fully being understood as they reveal their painful memories of 

immigration to the next generations. 

 

Future issue:  US Government Offers Amnesty to 

Paper Sons. 

The Angel Island Exhibit has been on display in the Jan 

Ying Building in Locke since April 23, 2015.  Many visitors 

have viewed the descriptive panels to learn about the har-

rowing conditions faced by Chinese immigrants to San Fran-

cisco between 1910 and 1940. while detained at Angel Is-

land.  The exhibit will close on Sunday, November 15, 2015.  

We are grateful to Angel Island Immigration Station Foun-

dation (AIISF) for sharing the exhibit and to Clarence Chu 

for allowing us to use the Jan Ying Building. 

 

On the last day of the exhibit,  Grant Din, community rela-

tions director at AIISF, will show examples of families who 

came through Angel Island and eventually settled in the 

Delta.  He will also describe ways for families to use re-

sources of National Archives in San Bruno to find their 

roots. 

 

Sunday, November 15, 2015 

1-2 pm 

Joe Shoong Chinese School, Locke 

Free lecture 

Angel Island Exhibit to Close 
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Dustin Marr is a third generation Chinese 

American. With the exception of several 

years away attending college, Dustin has 

spent his entire life in Locke. Born in 1951, 

he was raised in a home located on the 

eastern corner of Main and Levee Street, 

a residence where his grandparents, Yuk 

Wo Marr (who emigrated to California in 

1900) and Gee Lee (who later made the 

arduous clipper ship passage to Angel Is-

land to join her husband), had lived since 

the 1920's. Dustin's  father George Marr 

owned the Yuen Chong Market on Main 

Street, a business Dustin would continue to operate from 1974 until 

2008. Dustin Marr has bore witness to nearly all of the history of 

post war Locke and is currently one of the few remaining original 

Chinese American residents of the town. As a child he and his bud-

dies ran the streets, explored the country side, and fished the 

sloughs. Like most children living in 1950's Locke, he was raised in a 

simple, rustic, and hard working household.  

  

Dustin began attending Walnut Grove Elementary School shortly 

after the landmark Brown vs. Board of Education Supreme Court 

case (1954) in which the Court declared state laws establishing sep-

arate public schools based on race to be unconstitutional.  Marr was 

fortunate. Had he been forced to attend the segregated school, 

whose students were predominately Chinese, Japanese, and Filipino, 

he would have been in eye shot of the modern brick "White School" 
situated on green grass and containing a playground. The segregated 

school was a one room wooden structure constructed on barren dirt. 

 

Dustin Marr: "I remember Lillian (Chan) telling  me stories about 
going to the segregated school. She told me that she day-dreamed 

about the White School. All the kids going into 
that school had  fancy clothes. She always won-
dered what it would be like to go into the White 
School".  
  

After elementary school, Dustin attended Court-

land High School. He then went on to earn a BA 

degree in political science/public administration 

from San Jose State University.  

 

 

Stuart Walthall: As a child  did you interact much with the elderly 

Chinese residents of Locke? 

DM: "The old Chinese took care of us kids! They watched out for us. 
Our parents were all working. My grandmother lived with us, so she 
took care of me and my three siblings (older sister Celestine, a  

retired librarian for the Uplands Libraries, currently living in Up-
lands, CA; younger sister LaRanda, vice-principal for the Berkeley 
Adult School, and lives in Piedmont, CA; and youngest sibling Whit-
ney, an architect for Gensler in Oakland and living in Orinda). But 
most of the other kid's parents were just gone all day".  Marr 

quotes: "Chinese take care of all orphans".  

 

SW: So, both of your parents worked?  

DM: "My father ran the market all day. My mother (Serena - aka 

Gwai Jun).... well, she did it all. She worked asparagus in Isleton and 
tomatoes in Thornton. Tomatoes were the most steady work. She 
worked pears in Walnut Grove and Locke. After the pear harvest, 
Larry Hall's  father used to drive a bus to Locke and pick up work-
ers. He would drive them down to Lodi to pick grapes. Harvesting 
grapes took a long time! Some folks stayed down there for a whole 
month. My mother worked the grapes".  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SW: Did you?  

DM: "I picked pears. All of the kids picked 
pears. I picked every year since the eighth 
grade. So what was I?  13 years old? Moving 
that heavy wooden ladder around all day. Too young to work like 
that".  
 

SW: What other things did you do while growing up in Locke?   

DM: "We fished a lot. We were born with a pole in our hands. The 
Filipinos taught us a lot about fishing. We would catch bass from the 
banks. We spent a lot of time at the Cross Channel. We fished for 
stripers. We had a basketball court  behind Main Street where the 
garages are now. There used to be two tennis courts there... with 
lights. But that was before I was born". I went to the Baptist 
Church (Locke Christian Center/Mission, located on residential Key 

Born in America:  Dustin Marr 
 

Interview by Stuart Walthall 

Photos courtesy of Marr Family 

This is another article depicting the personal recollections of Locke 
as told by the children, friends, and acquaintances of Locke’s 
founding generation. Much emphasis has been placed on the early 
history of Locke and its inhabitants. However, there is much to be 
told by the succeeding generations of Locke residents. Born In 
America will present the memories of those who were born to, lived 
among, and were nurtured by Locke’s founding generation.  
 The following article contains excerpts from a series of 
interviews which took place in Locke during August, 2015.   

Dustin's Mother Serena cooking  
Thanksgiving dinner,  1979. 

Dustin’s father George ,1979 

Dustin with striper catch at age 16 

Dustin, 2012 
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Street). Most men didn't go to church. They worked. It was run by 
missionaries... non-Chinese missionaries. Miss Lanier was a pastor 
there.  She was black". 

 
Photo Description by Dustin's Sister Celestine 
 "This picture shows kids at Vacation Bible School at the Baptist 
Christian Center (later renamed the Locke Christian Center) circa 
1956. Dustin is in the back row on the right. A group of Locke and a 
couple Walnut Grove kids would gather for fun and games and some 
Bible stories for a week in the summer. Kneeling at the left front 
is Miss Eleanor Crone, who served at the Center for several years. 
(She and sometimes her sister, both spinsters, would come from 
Sacramento.) She was much loved by our elders and some of them, 
including my mother, learned some English from her. I feel that 
she gave us some exposure to the world outside of our insular one.. 
Kneeling at the right front is Mrs. Chow, owner of the Fat Moon 
Cafe. She was a rather formidable woman who had all the kids' 
interests at heart. The woman standing in back is Mrs. Chin, moth-
er of 2 girls in the photo. I remember VBS going on for several 
years till I was a pre-teen. Good memories. I wonder how much 
Dustin would remember about this time in his life". 
 
SW: Were those who attended the Baptist Church Chinese?  

DM: "All Chinese. Women could get an education there. At one 
time it had a library. You could even get piano lessons there".  
SW: How did your Father George Marr come to own the Yuen 

Chong Market? 

DM: "He worked there after the war. (WW2) That's where he 
learned how to be a butcher. Eventually he and Stanford King 
bought the store from a group of shareholders who came to Locke 
after the Walnut Grove fire (1915). There were a lot of sharehold-
ers. Something like 14 of them. My father was in charge of the 
meat and Stanford did the groceries.  They bought the store in 
1960.  
SW: Your father served in the war?" 

DM: "Yes". (George Marr served with distinction as a waist gunner 

flying 25 missions in a B-24 in the South Pacific).  

SW: Your father is a second generation Chinese American? 

DM: Yes. He was born in Ryde. My mother was born in China. My 
dad went to Beaver Union School (Ryde) He really enjoyed it there. 
Later he went to the segregated school in Walnut Grove. After 
that he went to Rio Vista High School".  
SW: Would you talk a little about your grandfather?  

DM: "He was a tenant farmer. He leased land and farmed it. He 

hired  seasonal labor for the farm. Many men worked for him. He 
would get them from San Francisco. My grandfather helped a lot 
of people. He paid good wage, which some farm owners didn't ap-
preciate. He paid them more than most farm owners were paying. 
But hell... good work, good pay. The laborers slept in the basement 
of our home during the season. (The Marr house entrance was ele-

vated on Levee Street, and the "basement" was located on Main 

Street" level). He would hire men who were too old to pick, but 
they would come in winter to do the easier job of pruning the 
trees. My grandfather was smart. He would plant winter melon (don 

gwa) in the rows between young pear trees and then sell the melons 
in Chinatown (SF). My dad  hated carrying those big heavy melons 
around  Chinatown!".  
 

SW: What do you remember about the Chinese gardens when you 

were young?  

DM: "I remember the men working their gardens. Mr. Loo, Mr. 
Buck, Mr. Lum. They suspended their winter melons in cloth sacks 
above the ground so that the melons would have an even color. The 
old men spent all of their time in the gardens. They lifted the vines 
off the ground and then slept on cots under the vines".  
SW: It seemed like happy times for you growing up in Locke.  

DM: "I remember that people always seemed happy. The men al-
ways wore black rubber boots.... work boots. They were always 
walking around in the dirt and the mud. They were always working, 
but they were always smiling. Locke life was such a colorful thing. 
It could have been a painting.... like the Potato  Eaters (van Gogh). 
Guys were such characters..... pictures in a young man's mind".  
SW: Do you have remembrances of not-so-happy things?  

DM: "My father always had people staying in our home after the 
Chinese (Communist) Revolution (1949). When I was very young I 
remember a man who stayed in our basement. He had fled China 
after the revolution. He was a good looking young man. I thought of 
him as an older brother.... another father. He had to leave his 
young wife and children back in China. He was extremely upset 
because he missed them so much and couldn't bring them over 
here. It drove him crazy. In fact, he lost his mind. I wonder if he 
ever joined his wife and kids again. Very sad".  
SW: On that note I'd like to thank you for taking the time to...... 

DM: "Let me tell you another story". 
SW: OK.  

DM: "When I was 18 or 19,  I remember driving back to Locke with 
a friend who was on leave from the service. When we got to the 
Freeport Bridge we saw flames in the distance. They came from 
the direction of Locke (over 15 miles away!). By the time we got to 
Locke, two 2-story buildings were completely engulfed in flames. 
The buildings were at the east end of Levee Street. A 150 gallon 
propane tank had exploded. Those tanks are designed to blow 
straight up in the air. We saw those flames all the way from Free-
port! One man died. He went back into the burning building to get 
his money. Later, my mother told me that all they found of him was 
a burnt torso. I'm glad I didn't see THAT!" 
SW: Well.... on that note, I would like to thank you for taking the 

time to do this interview. Some day Dustin, I'm going to write your 

memoirs.  

DM: "No problem".  
 
 

Special thanks to the Marr siblings: Whitney, Celestine, and 

LaRanda for their generous help in the creation of this Born in 

America article.  
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Chinese Demonstration Garden is Bursting 
 

Text and Photos by Stuart Walthall 

 

 

 Following a complete renovation, Locke's Chinese Demon-

stration Garden is flourishing like never before. With funding from 

the Locke Foundation, community volunteers replaced the old water 

pipe system, laid down truck loads of organic compost and manure, 

constructed new trellising, and installed drip irrigation. 

 Now in its fifth year of operation, the demo garden offers 

visitors to Locke another point of interest and a chance to see what 

goes on in the residential part of our historic town.  

 Take one of the wooden walkways that lead to the back of 

town and check out the homes of Locke's residential community. 

Perhaps you will be fortunate enough to meet one of Locke's friend-

ly residents. Enjoy the community gardens, along with Connie King's 

legendary toilet garden display. Then visit the Chinese Demonstra-

tion Garden. You are welcome to enter the garden's gate and 

browse the many authentic vegetables and fruits that were typical 

in Locke's early Chinese community gardens. Each fruit and vegeta-

ble are labeled.  

 See you in Locke. The demo garden is right next to the 

toilets! 

 
Special thanks to Locke resident D.R. Wagner for his tireless daily 
maintenance of the demo garden, and to Locke's charming Vegeta-
ble Hand Model, Irisa Zhang.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can you identify these Chinese vegetables? 

 



7 

 

July 2015 marked the Sacra-

mento Association of Muse-

ums' acceptance and welcom-

ing of the Locke Boarding 

House Museum as its newest 

associate. Membership in 

SAM will raise the profile of 

the Locke Boarding House Museum (LBHM), increase tourism, and 

help brand Locke as the last remaining rural Chinese town in Ameri-

ca.  

 

Membership in SAM means more exposure for the LBHM.  Text and 

graphics promoting Locke’s museum will appear within the SAM’s 

widely distributed brochure. Also, additional LBHM promotional 

information will be continually updated and uploaded to the SAM 

web site.  

 

SAM boasts a membership of over 30 local museums, including  

California State Railroad Museum, Crocker Art Gallery, California 

State Library, Sacramento History Museum, and California State 

Capitol Museum. Check out all the SMA members by visiting: 

www.SacMuseums.org. and at ww.Facebook.com/SacMuseums. 

 

In addition to serving the town of Locke as a first-stop family-

friendly visitors’ center and gift shop, the Locke Boarding House 

Museum is primarily an education and resource facility. The LBHM 

offers guests an opportunity to view historic photographs and arti-

facts related to Locke's colorful past. The museum also offers the 

public an opportunity to purchase books, printed materials, and 

maps which present the story of Locke, the history of the Sacra-

mento San Joaquin River Delta, and the immigrant experience.  

 

 The second floor of the museum presents a decade-by-

decade display of boarding house rooms, typifying the austere and 

solitary life of early twentieth century immigrant laborers. There 

are also various rotating displays educational exhibits. 

 

 Also offered at the LBHM is the Locke Foundation News-
letter, a quarterly publication which keeps the public informed on 

current events in Locke, in addition to offering a fascinating 

glimpse into the history, culture, and legacy of Locke. The Locke 

Foundation Newsletter is free to the public.  

 

 For sale items offered at the LBHM include the Locke 
Historic Self Guided Walking Tour, Locke T-shirts, coffee mugs, 

maps, tote bags, books and more. 

 

 The Locke Foundation is proud to have its Boarding House 

Museum become the newest member of the Sacramento Association 

of Museums.  Come by and visit us and then check out the rest of 

our fascinating town. 

 

 

Boarding House Museum joins SAM 

 
By Stuart Walthall 

Real Chinese Don’t  

Eat Chop Suey  
By Eileen Leung 

Chop Suey is never served in China; it is a dish invented by Chinese 

restaurants in the United States for the American palate.  In 

Chinese, “chop suey” means “odds and ends” or “everything but the 

kitchen sink”.  It is used to describe a dish or a restaurant that 

serves Americanized Chinese food. 

 

Urban legends abound regarding its origins: 

 

1. While visiting New York City in 1896, a Chinese ambassador’s 

cook invented a dish for his employer’s American guests using 

celery, bean sprouts and meat in a brown sauce.  Thereafter, 

customers began to visit Chinese restaurants requesting this 

dish. 

2. Chinese cooks charged with feeding railroad workers had only 

leftover meat and vegetables in the larder so they stir-fried 

them in chicken broth. 

 

Restaurants serving Chinese American cuisine were often run by 

descendants of early Chinese immigrants, generally concentrated 

in smaller cities and off the beaten path from 1900-1960.  Typical 

menu items found in a Chop Suey restaurant included: 

 

1. Chop Suey:  bland mixture of stir fried meat and veggies. 

2. Chow Mein:  friend noodles with vegetables, meat, bamboo 

shoots and water chestnuts 

3. Egg Foo Yung;  scrambled egg omelet with onions and bean 

sprouts topped with brown sauce. 

4. Fried rice:  leftover rice stir fried with scrambled eggs, 

greens, pork and soy sauce. 

5. Egg roll:  Cabbage and vegetables wrapped in thick wonton 

skin and deep fried. 

6. Sweet and sour pork:  deep fried pork chunks drenched with 

red food coloring and lots of corn syrup. 

7. Fortune cookie (invented in California). 

 

La Choy and Chun King were American food companies that sold 

canned and frozen Oriental foods such as bean sprouts and chow 

mein since 1940.  The rise of Chinese fast food outlets and prolif-

eration of upscale Chinese restaurants throughout America at the 

end of the 20th century led to the rapid decline of this line of 

products. 

 
In the mid-1960’s more immigrants arrived from Hong Kong with 

sophisticated tastes for authentic Chinese cuisine, more diverse 

menu items and preparation methods.  More Chinese restaurants 

emerged in major metropolitan areas surrounding San Francisco, 

Los Angeles and New York City which offered regional cuisine such 

as Szechuan and Shanghai, although Cantonese is the most popular.  

While chop suey houses have declined in popularity, they played a 

pioneering role in introducing Chinese cuisine to the American pal-

ate. 
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Locke Foundation Membership Application/Renewal 
 
 
Last Name ___________________________________First  Name ___________________________________________  
 
Mailing address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address __________________________Tel (      )____________________Fax (      )________________________ 
 
I would like to volunteer for the following activities: 
 
Volunteer docent _______________________ Donor _______________ Visitor Center Volunteer _________________ 
 
Contributor to newsletter _______________________ Media contacts ______________ Landscape maintenance _________________ 

 
 
 
Membership Dues:  circle one 
 
_____$25 Individual Annual/$200 Lifetime   ______$50 Family or Non-Profit Organization Annual/$300 Lifetime 
  
_____$100 Business Annual/$500 Lifetime  
 
Make check payable to Locke Foundation.  Please return this form with check to Locke Foundation, P. O. Box 1085, Walnut Grove, CA 
95690.  Contributions are tax deductible to extent allowed by law.  Tax ID:  20-0364281. 
  

 
 

 

Office use only: 
Date application received ___________________ Membership Year ___________  Renewal __________________ 
 

Locke Foundation 

P. O. Box 1085 

Walnut Grove, CA 95690 

2015 Board 
 

President:   Eileen Leung 

Vice-Pres:   Joyce Eng 

Secretary:   Deborah Mendel 

Treasurer:  Stuart Walthall 

 

Directors: Brock Alexander 

  Clarence Chu 

  Jay Correia 

  Honey Lum 

  Dustin Marr 

  Darrel Woo 

 

 

Newsletter:   Eileen Leung 

  Stuart Walthall 

Cartoonist:  Brock Alexander 

 

 

Bookmark our new website:  www.locke-foundation.org 


