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In April 28, 2016. Native Sons of the Golden West 
donated a bronze historical marker honoring the his-
toric legacy of immigrant Chinese to the town of 
Locke.  It is prominently displayed at Main Street. 
Park. 

 
Locke Foundation plans to erect a similar bronze 
marker in Chinese text at the same park.  Many visi-
tors come to Locke who can only read Chinese.  It is 
only fitting that a Chinese town have a Chinese 
marker.  
 
To that end, LF is launching a campaign to raise 
funds to pay for the fabrication and installation of 
marker in Main Street Park. 
 
A fundraising banquet will be held on Saturday, Oc-
tober 29, from 6-8pm at Hong Kong Islander Res-
taurant at 5765 Freeport Blvd in Sacramento. 
 
See announcement on Page 3.  Even if you cannot at-
tend the banquet, please make a donation to support 
this worthwhile project. 
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Chinese translation of English text by Anita Lo. 

Chinese Historical Marker  
for Main Street Park 
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Fire in historic Locke on July 3, 2016 
 

Article by Stuart Walthall and photos by James Motlow 

Most everyone has heard about it by now. There was extensive TV 
news coverage, replete with dramatic video and still images. And 
there were the newspaper articles and editorials. Social media 
buzzed with the event.  There was a fire in Locke. A big fire.  
  
 One of the town's historic Main Street buildings, once 
known as the Ying Herb Shop, went up in flames. A panicked woman, 
trapped in the upstairs portion of the burning building, had to es-
cape the inferno by climbing from her smoke filled balcony down a 
quickly found ladder provided by Douglas Hsia, who resided and 
operated a business from the downstairs portion of the burning 
building.   
  
 Stunned residents and tourists stood on Main Street and 
watched with horror as flames rose from the 2-story building, en-
gulfing the balcony and climbing a nearby telephone pole, sending 
sparking and exploded power lines to the hose-drenched pavement 
below.  

  
 A dreadful thought was shared by those witnessing the 
horrific sight: If the fire continued to spread, this day (July 3, 
2016) could be Main Street Locke's last day. 
  
 However, the winds that had blown capriciously all day 
suddenly blew favorably to the east. Fire crews from local and sur-
rounding areas responded quickly and effectively, and Locke's fire 
suppression system, strategically located on the exteriors of all 
Main Street buildings, worked perfectly.  
 The fire was contained and limited to the single structure. 
Buildings adjacent to the fire and water damaged building were left 
unscathed. It was now time to help the victims of the fire.  
 As the ash settled throughout town on window sills and 
doorways, thoughts turned to helping those who lost their residenc-
es and most of their possessions. Locals rallied to help move sal-
vageable belongings. Necessities were distributed to those who 
were literally left with nothing but the clothes on their backs.   
  
 A previously planned July 4th picnic and music party was 
staged in Locke's community gardens the following day with an add-
ed spontaneous twist. Several hundred dollars in donations was 
raised through the generosity of musician friends who arrived for 
the Fourth of July festivities.    
 Tricia Dale, Operations Manager at the Walnut Grove 
Branch of the Bank of Rio Vista, approached Locke Management 
Association (LMA) Directors James Motlow and Deborah Mendel to 
ask if the Association, which represents the town of Locke, would 
like to open a donation account at the bank on behalf of the victims 
of the fire.  It seemed that by the following Monday the community 
minded folks of the Delta were already inquiring about where to 

donate to their neighbors in need.  The LMA immediately opened an 
account to benefit the families, and donations poured in.  A record 
amount was received from the community over the course of the 
next month.  Fire victims were truly thankful and touched by the 
outpouring of kindness, generosity, and support. 
       
 Sean and Teresita Stephens, owners the building, plan to 
rebuild.  Their contractor has already drawn up plans and submitted 
them to the Sacramento Building Department and to the Locke 
Design and Preservation Committee in order to rebuild the entire 
collapsed second story ôin kindõ.   
  

 The LMA is pleased to know that Locke's historic archi-
tectural will be preserved. But most importantly, Delta residents 
deserve recognition for their compassion and true community spirit.  

LMA Secretary Deborah Mendel presents check to one 
of fire victims, Doug Hsia, who plans to contribute 
funds back to other victims and Locke Foundation 
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Locke Foundation  

2016 Fundraising Banquet  
 

Hong Kong Islander Restaurant  
5765 Freeport Blvd, Sacramento  

Saturday, October 29 2016  
5:30 pm -8:30 pm  

 
Proceeds to benefit installation of Bronze Chinese Historical Marker  

In Main Street Park, Locke  

 Banquet price:  
$450 for table of 10, $50 for individual  

Prepayment required by October 21; tickets will not be issued.  
 

LF Fundraising Banquet Registration Form  
 
 

Name________________________________________________ Phone _____________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Guest name (s) ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check or credit card (MC or Visa) accepted. PayPal is not available  
 
_____ individuals @ $50 = $________    _____ tables @ $450 = $_______ 
 
MC  Ä Visa Ä      _______ - ________ - ________ - ________   Exp Date : ______________  
 
 
____  I cannot attend banquet, but would like to make a donation.  
 
 
 
 
Make checks payable to Locke Foundation and mail to:  
Locke Foundation, P. O. Box 1085, Walnut Grove, CA 95690  
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 Chinese Workers in Tobacco and Cigar Industries 
 

By Mark Miller, California State Parks  interpreter and Steve Kadle, Board Supervisors commissioner for District 2 of 
Sacramento County Cemetery Advisory Commission and Certificated Interpretive Guide through the National Association 
of Interpretation.  

 Along with helping to build the transcontinental 
railroad and reclaim swamp land for farming, Chinese work-
ers contributed to the creation of a number of new indus-
tries in California during the 1860s. Cigar making was one of 
these new industries. During the Gold Rush, along with all 
the other manufactured goods that came by ship was tobac-
co and tobacco related products. Boxes of Havana and Ma-
nila style cigars, chewing tobacco, disposable ceramic pipes, 
and loose-leaf tobacco were all imported by ship to San 
Francisco. This cargo was then loaded onto riverboats head-
ing to Sacramento, the gold fields, and to the other new 
communities springing up throughout the region. While Cap-
tain John Sutter had experimented with growing Cuban to-
bacco seed, and California Indians had long harvested local 
varieties, the new immigrants to California were totally de-
pendent on the chaotic import of tobacco to meet their 
smoking needs. 
 
 With the start of the Civil War in 1861, and the 
following embargo and destruction of the agricultural econo-
my of the southern United States, tobacco grown in the 
United States became scarce. This opened a potential mar-
ket opportunity for the new tobacco growers and cigar mak-
ers in California to dominate the industry both locally and 
nationally.  To move the state away from an economic de-
pendence on gold mining, and stimulate the creation of local 
industry, in 1863, the California legislature authorized 
grants to farmers to encourage the commercial production 
of various cash crops. One of these crops was tobacco. Even 
before the grants started, farmers in Sacramento County 
were trying their hand at raising tobacco. In a very short 
time due to the growing availability of locally farmed tobac-
co, along with imports, California started to develop its own 
cigar making industry. By 1869 tobacco and cigars were the 
4th largest industry in California. 

 
 Seeing the potential for a highly profitable busi-

ness opportunity for tobacco in California, many people 
quickly set up companies to manufacture cigars. A number of 
experienced tobacconists who had come to California to 
seek their fortune in the Gold Rush,  offered classes in San 
Francisco on how to make cigars.  
      
 As Chinese workers moved out of the gold fields 
and railroad construction work lessened, many would be em-
ployed in new industries located in the growing cities of Cali-
fornia.  In northern California, the manufacture of cigars 
was one profession in which many would find employment. A 
large number of those workers that had relocated to San 
Francisco, Sacramento, and Oakland would be quickly em-
ployed in the new cigar industry. In short order the Chinese 
Cigar Workers Union would be established. After only 
spending a few years as laborers in the new cigar companies, 
Chinese workers had enough experience to start their own 
cigar making companies. There would be an explosion of new 

San Francisco Cigar Factory. Frank Leslieõs Illustrated 
Newspaper, May 21, 1870. Courtesy of Library of Congress. 

Stephen Kadle, Identified locations of San Francisco China-
town Cigar Makers circa 1885 [Map]. 1:4500. Developed 
from òSan Francisco Chinatown 1885ó map by Willard B. 
Farwell, Published by A. L. Bancroft. Courtesy of David 
Rumsey map collection. 

 


