Periodic Report of SEC member
Stakeholder Engagement Committee under DCA (Delta Conveyance Design & Construction Authority)
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By Douglas Hsia SEC member April 2020

It is a fact that the design of the tunnel is moving ahead despite of the
prevailing COVID 19 situation. As reluctant as some members of SEC
are about attending the 7th SEC meeting postponed to March 22 in the
video conference format, many of us understood we could not afford to
be left behind and we therefore attended the meeting. Since I will not be
meeting you in a physical situation anytime soon, I would therefore take
this opportunity to compile a report and share it with you to the best of
my knowledge.
In case you want to know more about the nature of SEC and all the
relevant bodies, please go directly to the appendix page 12, 13, 14.
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• The essence of the present stage is facing the 2 options of tunnel route. Central
Corridor which runs parallel to the Sacramento river while the Eastern Corridor
runs along the Interstate 5 Freeway. (See Exhibit 1-Tunnel is the blue dotted line.)
(Central Corridor Site Plans, All Construction Projects) (See Exhibit 2 – Tunnel is
the blue dotted line.) (Eastern Corridor, All Construction Projects)
•
There are 3 intakes under consideration, no. 2, 3, and 5. Eventually 2 intakes will
be decided upon. (See exhibit 3 and 4.)
•
A support site Hood Franklin Park & Ride will be built at the interchange of
Interstate 5 and Hood Franklin Rd. These days, I see there are already construction
work taking place there. I hope it is not what I think it is because the tunnel project
is supposedly not approved yet. (See Exhibit 3 or 4.)
•
You can see the 2 white squares connected by the blue dotted line along the
Sacramento River. A new north and south haul road will be built, Hood and
Franklin Road will be widened. I see that residents and merchants in the
neighborhood of Hood will certainly feel the impact. (See Exhibit 3 or 4.)
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• Next along the river will be the Glanville Tract Launch Shaft Site, this
will be the major site that launches the Tunnel Boring Machine
(TBM).
• After which will be New Hope Tract maintenance shaft, (exhibit 5) its
footprint will be closest to Walnut Grove because they will widen the
West Walnut Grove Rd up to Staten Island Rd, probably affecting the
marina adjacent to Wimpy’s Diner and Giusti’s Place, wider road
means a lot more rumbling truck traffic.
But if one looks at the Eastern Corridor option, (exhibit 6) you will
find the footprint upon Walnut Grove will lessen. The new haul road
will intersect West Walnut Grove Rd from Vail Road and moves west
towards the Interstate 5.
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• As you can see, the impact will be felt mostly in north Delta near Clarksburg, Hood and south Delta, the future site of the
Southern Forebay adjacent to the present Clifton Forebay. There will be massive construction of intakes, widening of roads
in the north and pumping station, forebay in the south.
•
The tunnel is designed to be 40 miles long, at the boring rate of 40 ft a day, 2 miles a year. It is a 20 years of work in
process. There have been numerous versions of cost estimate I don’t even know which one to adopt.

If we have to choose the lesser of the 2 evils. I will advocate the Eastern Corridor. It reduces the footprint of the
construction and truck traffic by keeping most of the activities between east side of the Delta and Interstate 5. There is a
railroad readily available for the construction’s use and it is very much recommended by other independent engineering
bodies such as ITR (Independent Technical Review committee.)
The report below is a very much simplified version. In case you are interested to know more, please feel free to contact me.
douglashsia@gmail.com I can arrange ZOOM meeting or town hall meeting if condition allows in the near future.
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